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Reflection of an expert practitioner in expressive education:
The determining process of actions in a drawing class

Ami Ohte"”, Ryota Nomura" *
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Waseda University

Why are skilled art teachers able to adapt and respond quickly and accurately to student expression? We
interviewed an expert teacher about his reflection during a drawing class in a university for non-art
majored students. We then extracted main concepts through qualitative analysis of the narratives. The
results revealed mental processes and strategies to manage interactions with students: (a) understanding the
inner process of the student from drawing, (b) understanding the student from dialogue, (c) understanding
the student’s identity from drawing, and (d) considering the perspective of drawing for each student. Based
on these processes, the teacher identified the strength of connection between students and their own
expression; and whether interventions were necessary to help students express themselves. The results also
demonstrated that the teacher acknowledges the link between expression and emotion, i.e., LEE, through
self-understanding learned from his own drawings experience. Moreover, the teacher identifies said link
through his teaching experience, appreciating the drawings of many students and trying to understand them
through dialogue. The empirical knowledge of the LEE enables the teacher to accurately infer the students’
LEE. Moreover, the teacher employs this regularity to infer the students’ new emotions from expression,
which in turn creates new experiences of LEE. These further improve the adaptive usage of tacit
knowledge. These findings suggest that the cyclical updating of knowledge allows teachers for a state of
openness to the situation, while retaining their pedagogical beliefs.
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