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The Process of Initiatively Constructing Semantic Space of 4 Year Old Children:
Use of TEM

Tetsuya Nada" ™, Sumito Fujita'

1 . . .
Morioka University

Children’s behaviors on their own initiatives that promote their acquisition of various abilities are
supported by the space of the nursery room, where nursery activities take place. Enosawa (1998) points out
that rather than the nursery space, the semantic space as a “space to be lived” experienced by each child
influences the children’s activities. Based on this point of view, this study focused on building block play,
and used TEM to depict the process of how children construct their own semantic space while building
blocks. As a result, we found that children were motivated to construct their own semantic space by the
experience of the previous day’s enjoyable activity. Furthermore, we found that the relationship between
the child to be observed and surrounding children and the activity of the children around the child to be
observed acted to increase or decrease the behavior on his own initiatives in the process of constructing the

semantic space.

Key words: semantic space (EIKZ=[#), TEM (TEM), 4 year old (4 & J2), initiative (F2/&1E:) | block

play (F&AAED)
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